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A scientific and cultural exploration of the pursuit of altered states of consciousness in both humans and
animals

• Contains myriad studies and examples from the author's 20 years of research

• By the foremost authority on the social and psychological effects of drug use

History shows that people have always used intoxicants. In every age, in every part of the world, people have
pursued intoxication with plants, alcohol, and other mind-altering substances. In fact, this behavior has so
much force and persistence that it functions much like our drives for food, sleep, and sex. This "fourth
drive," says psychopharmacologist Ronald K. Siegel, is a natural part of our biology, creating the
irrepressible demand for intoxicating substances.

In Intoxication Siegel draws upon his 20 years of groundbreaking research to provide countless examples of
the intoxication urge in humans, animals, and even insects. The detailed observations of his so-called
psychonauts--study participants trained to explicitly describe their drug experiences--as well as numerous
studies with animals have helped him to identify the behavior patterns induced by different intoxicants.
Presenting his conclusions on the biological as well as cultural reasons for the pursuit of intoxication and
showing that personality and guidance often define the outcome of a drug experience, Siegel offers a broad
understanding of the intoxication phenomenon as well as recommendations for curbing the negative aspects
of drug use in Western culture by designing safe intoxicants.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Harlow:

The book Intoxication: The Universal Drive for Mind-Altering Substances can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important
thing like a book Intoxication: The Universal Drive for Mind-Altering Substances? Several of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Intoxication: The Universal Drive for Mind-
Altering Substances has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Virginia Swain:

The ability that you get from Intoxication: The Universal Drive for Mind-Altering Substances could be the
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Intoxication: The Universal Drive for Mind-Altering
Substances giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood through anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Intoxication: The
Universal Drive for Mind-Altering Substances instantly.

Charles Massie:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Intoxication: The Universal Drive for Mind-
Altering Substances book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Intoxication: The Universal Drive
for Mind-Altering Substances as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide
that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Viola Ball:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
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