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Conflict between work and family life is an all too familiar experience for many Americans. The difficult
choices facing women who combine paid work with childcare are the subject of a deluge of books and
articles in addition to an ongoing public debate about how women and men should balance their work and
family commitments. Although we know a great deal about the social and cultural environment fueling these
contradictions among middle-class and upper middle class women, we know little about the forces that
influence poor and low-income women. Work and Family Commitments of Low-Income and Impoverished
Women addresses this omission and gives voice to women in poverty as it traces the moral and cultural
structures that help shape the meaning and value of paid work and motherhood among a group of mothers
who rely on welfare or a combination of low-wage work and welfare to provide and care for their families.
This portrayal of poor women’s lives rarely enters the work-life debate over women’s choices, generally
characterized as between mothers who have to work versus those who choose to. Judith Hennessy puts low-
income women front and center to shed light on less explored aspects of the moral and cultural foundations
of contemporary work and family conflict from interviews and survey data of a group of low-income and
poor mothers on and off welfare.

Hennessey explores the paradox in American society where combining paid work with caring for children
continues to generate considerable ambivalence (and often guilt) on the part of married middle-class mothers
for devoting too much time to paid work and supposedly neglecting their children. While poor and working
class mothers who might otherwise rely on welfare are relegated to working at low-wage jobs outside the
home in fulfillment of their family responsibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Maryanna Kuhns:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important usually. The book Work and Family Commitments of Low-Income and Impoverished
Women: Guilt Is for Mothers with Good Jobs had been making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Work and Family
Commitments of Low-Income and Impoverished Women: Guilt Is for Mothers with Good Jobs is not only
giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Work and Family
Commitments of Low-Income and Impoverished Women: Guilt Is for Mothers with Good Jobs. You never
really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Hilda Szymanski:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Work and Family Commitments of Low-
Income and Impoverished Women: Guilt Is for Mothers with Good Jobs book as beginner and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Larry Jones:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Work and Family Commitments of Low-Income and Impoverished Women: Guilt Is for
Mothers with Good Jobs.

Margaret Padua:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Work and Family Commitments of Low-
Income and Impoverished Women: Guilt Is for Mothers with Good Jobs can be the reply, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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