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If you've held back from developing open source or free software projects because you don't understand the
implications of the various licenses, you're not alone. Many developers believe in releasing their software
freely, but have hesitated to do so because they're concerned about losing control over their software.
Licensing issues are complicated, and both the facts and fallacies you hear word-of-mouth can add to the
confusion.

Understanding Open Source and Free Software Licensing helps you make sense of the different options
available to you. This concise guide focuses on annotated licenses, offering an in-depth explanation of how
they compare and interoperate, and how license choices affect project possibilities. Written in clear language
that you don't have to be a lawyer to understand, the book answers such questions as: What rights am I
giving up? How will my use of OS/FS licensing affect future users or future developers? Does a particular
use of this software--such as combining it with proprietary software--leave me vulnerable to lawsuits?

Following a quick look at copyright law, contracts, and the definition of "open source," the book tackles the
spectrum of licensing, including:

The MIT (or X), BSD, Apache and Academic Free licenses●

The GPL, LGPL, and Mozilla licenses●

The QT, Artistic, and Creative Commons licenses●

Classic Proprietary licenses●

Sun Community Source license and Microsoft Shared Source project●

The book wraps up with a look at the legal effects--both positive and negative--of open source/free software
licensing.

Licensing is a major part of what open source and free software are all about, but it's still one of the most
complicated areas of law. Even the very simple licenses are tricky. Understanding Open Source and Free
Software Licensing bridges the gap between the open source vision and the practical implications of its legal
underpinnings. If open source and free software licenses interest you, this book will help you understand
them. If you're an open source/free software developer, this book is an absolute necessity.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Mitchell:

The publication untitled Understanding Open Source and Free Software Licensing is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Understanding Open Source and Free Software
Licensing from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Ginger Amundson:

Understanding Open Source and Free Software Licensing can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Understanding
Open Source and Free Software Licensing however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

James Walton:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Understanding Open Source and Free Software Licensing offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.

Daniel Caudle:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
Among the books in the top list in your reading list is usually Understanding Open Source and Free Software
Licensing. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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