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Before Pearl Harbor, before the Nazi invasion of Poland, America teetered between the desire for isolation
and the threat of world war.

May 1938. Franklin Delano Roosevelt—recently reelected to a second term as president—sat in the Oval
Office and contemplated two possibilities: the rule of fascism overseas, and a third term.

With Hitler's reach extending into Austria, and with the atrocities of World War I still fresh in the American
memory, Roosevelt faced the question that would prove one of the most defining in American history:
whether to once again go to war in Europe.

In The Sphinx, Nicholas Wapshott recounts how an ambitious and resilient Roosevelt—nicknamed "the
Sphinx" for his cunning, cryptic rapport with the press—devised and doggedly pursued a strategy to sway
the American people to abandon isolationism and take up the mantle of the world's most powerful nation.

Chief among Roosevelt’s antagonists was his friend Joseph P. Kennedy, a stock market magnate and the
patriarch of what was to become one of the nation's most storied dynasties. Kennedy's financial, political,
and personal interests aligned him with a war-weary American public, and he counted among his isolationist
allies no less than Walt Disney, William Randolph Hearst, and Henry Ford—prominent businessmen who
believed America had no business in conflicts across the Atlantic.

The ensuing battle—waged with fiery rhetoric, agile diplomacy, media sabotage, and petty political
antics—would land US troops in Europe within three years, secure Roosevelt's legacy, and set a standard for
American military strategy for years to come.

With millions of lives—and a future paradigm of foreign intervention—hanging in the balance, The Sphinx
captures a political giant at the height of his powers and an American identity crisis that continues to this
day.
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From reader reviews:

Dwight Bailey:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road
to World War II. Try to stumble through book The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the
Road to World War II as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Levi Ryan:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to
World War II book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer connected with The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the
Road to World War II content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking The Sphinx:
Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to World War II is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Shawn Calvin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the
Isolationists, and the Road to World War II e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The
Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to World War II as good book not merely by the
cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Robert Williams:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Sphinx:



Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to World War II which is having the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's notice.
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