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The course of modern European History has been influenced greatly by the challenge of Communism. In
theory it promised equality and freedom for all. In practice it spawned inegalitarian, authoritarian and, in
some instances, monstrous regimes in the former Soviet Union and East Europe.

This study re-examines the history of European Communism from its theoretical origins in the work of Marx
and Engels in the mid-nineteenth century until the dramatic collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. Ronald
Kowalski reappraises Marx's thinking and points out that his intellectual legacy was open to a variety of
interpretations often at odds with his own views. Kowalski also questions Lenin's professed Marxist
credentials and the extent to which his additions to Marxist theory were central to the key issue in the history
of Communism: why did the egalitarian and libertarian dreams raised by the Russian Revolution degenerate
into Stalinist authoritarianism and terror? Furthermore, why did Communism fail in West Europe while it
was able to come to power in East Europe?

Concluding with an analysis of the revolutions which swept away the Communist regimes in East Europe
and two years later in the Soviet Union itself, this is an essential introduction to the history of a political
force that dominated parts of Europe until the end of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Simmons:

The book European Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in Perspective) make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a
book European Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in Perspective) being your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve European Communism: 1848-1991
(European History in Perspective). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Kathy Donnelly:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love European Communism: 1848-
1991 (European History in Perspective), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Barbara Rubio:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet,
magazine, book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book.
The book that recommended for you is European Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in Perspective)
this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Belinda Fergerson:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely European Communism: 1848-1991 (European History in
Perspective). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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