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In the early 1970s, a number of West German left-wing activists took up arms, believing that revolution
would lead to social change. In the years to come, the bombings, shootings, kidnappings and bank robberies
of the Red Army Faction (RAF) and Movement 2nd June dominated newspaper headlines and polarized
legislative debates. Half of the terrorists declaring war on the West German state were women who
understood their violent political actions to be part of their liberation from restrictive gender norms. As
women participating in a brand of systematic violence usually associated with masculinity, they presented a
cultural paradox, and their political decisions were viewed as gender transgressions by the state, the public,
and even the burgeoning women’s movement, which considered violence as patriarchal and unfeminist.   
 
Death in the Shape of a Young Girl questions this separation of political violence from feminist politics and
offers a new understanding of left-wing female terrorists’ actions as feminist practices that challenged
existing gender ideologies. Patricia Melzer draws on archival sources, unpublished letters, and interviews
with former activists to paint a fresh and interdisciplinary picture of West Germany’s most notorious
political group, from feminist responses to sexist media coverage of female terrorists to the gendered nature
of their infamous hunger strikes while in prison. Placing the controversial actions of the Red Army Faction
into the context of feminist politics, Death in the Shape of a Young Girl offers an innovative and engaging
cultural history that foregrounds how gender shapes our perception of women’s political choices and of any
kind of political violence.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Death in the Shape of a Young Girl: Women's Political
Violence in the Red Army Faction (Gender and Political Violence). You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Death in the Shape
of a Young Girl: Women's Political Violence in the Red Army Faction (Gender and Political Violence). You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Rafael Arent:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge
disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Death in the Shape of a
Young Girl: Women's Political Violence in the Red Army Faction (Gender and Political Violence) as the
daily resource information.

Thanh Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Death in the Shape of a Young Girl:
Women's Political Violence in the Red Army Faction (Gender and Political Violence) publication written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still question Death in the Shape of a Young Girl: Women's Political Violence in the Red
Army Faction (Gender and Political Violence) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content.
This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Marcella Aragon:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Death in the Shape of a Young
Girl: Women's Political Violence in the Red Army Faction (Gender and Political Violence) is simple
bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess



much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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