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In 1964, as the polarizing Civil Rights Act made its way through the House and Senate, and Congress
navigated one of the most tumultuous eras in American history, a Harris Poll put the institution's approval
rating at 60 percent. Why then, fifty years later, has the public's approval of Congress eroded to an all-time
low of 10 percent? Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens seeks to isolate
the reasons for Congress's staggering decline in public opinion, and to propose remedies to reverse the grave
dysfunction in America's most important political institution.

Aided by the input of retired members of Congress from both major parties, editor Robert Mann and his
fellow contributors identify paralyzing partisan rancor as perhaps the most significant reason for the
American public's declining support of its main representative body. The lack of mutual trust within
Congress reflects (and creates) the suspicion and animosity of the great majority of Americans. Working
Congress argues that members of Congress must find a path to cooperation if they are to function as the
representative institution the Founders intended.

Trenchant chapters by Mickey Edwards, Ross K. Baker, Frances E. Lee, Brian L. Fife, Susan Herbst, and
Mark Kennedy analyze the problems and challenges facing Congress and suggest solutions to counteract
partisan gridlock. Though these scholars and former members share a conviction that men and women of
good will can and should work together, they do not assume that their solutions will herald a bipartisan
utopia. Instead, they recognize that Congress is, and will always be, a work in progress.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Paul:

The book Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public
Affairs) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
must we leave a very important thing like a book Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives,
and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs)
has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by
wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ray Shippee:

This Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs)
book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Working Congress: A Guide for Senators,
Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs) without we comprehend teach the one who reading
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Working Congress: A Guide for
Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs) can bring if you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and
Public Affairs) having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Salvador Swain:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Working Congress: A Guide for Senators,
Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs) can be great book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Sylvia Ferland:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make



summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media
and Public Affairs) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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