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In a daring revisionist history of modern architecture, Mark Wigley opens up a new understanding of the
historical avant-garde. He explores the most obvious, but least discussed, feature of modern architecture:
white walls. Although the white wall exemplifies the stripping away of the decorative masquerade costumes
worn by nineteenth-century buildings, Wigley argues that modern buildings are not naked. The white wall is
itself a form of clothing -- the newly athletic body of the building, like that of its occupants, wears a new
kind of garment and these garments are meant to match. Not only did almost all modern architects literally
design dresses, Wigley points out, their arguments for a modern architecture were taken from the logic of
clothing reform. Architecture was understood as a form of dress design.

Wigley follows the trajectory of this key subtext by closely reading the statements and designs of most of the
protagonists, demonstrating that it renders modern architecture's relationship with the psychosexual economy
of fashion much more ambiguous than the architects' endlessly repeated rejections of fashion would suggest.
Indeed, Wigley asserts, the very intensity of these rejections is a symptom of how deeply they are embedded
in the world of clothing. By drawing on arguments about the relationship between clothing and architecture
first formulated in the middle of the nineteenth century, modern architects in fact presented a sophisticated
theory of the surface, modernizing architecture by transforming the status of the surface.

White Walls, Designer Dresses shows how this seemingly incidental clothing logic actually organizes the
detailed design of the modern building, dictating a system of polychromy, understood as a multicolored
outfit. The familiar image of modern architecture as white turns out to be the effect of a historiographical
tradition that has worked hard to suppress the color of the surfaces of the buildings that it describes. Wigley
analyzes this suppression in terms of the sexual logic that invariably accompanies discussions of clothing and
color, recovering those sensuously colored surfaces and the extraordinary arguments about clothing that were
used to defend them.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Tillman:

Here thing why this specific White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of Modern Architecture are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. White Walls, Designer Dresses: The
Fashioning of Modern Architecture giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no guide that similar with White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of
Modern Architecture. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of Modern
Architecture in e-book can be your option.

Wilma Shay:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them
is this White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of Modern Architecture.

Michael Davis:

Beside this particular White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of Modern Architecture in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like
an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have White Walls, Designer Dresses: The
Fashioning of Modern Architecture because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from now!

David Scott:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the



world. By book White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of Modern Architecture we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book
White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of Modern Architecture. You can more inviting than now.
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