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Dragon in Ambush by Jeremy Ingalls is a critique and new translation of the first twenty poems of Mao
Zedong’s published poetry. This seminal work stands out from previous translations of Mao’s poems in
seeing them as an expression of his core political beliefs, rather than for their poetic effect. Instead, Dr.
Ingalls shows in consummate detail that Mao was careful and deliberate in employing imagery in his poetry
to lay out procedures for political supremacy in which the central drive was his will to psychological
domination. That is, domination of the minds of others is the unifying theme of Mao’s verse-sequence.

The crux of Prof. Ingalls’ work lies in her focus on the symbolism in the poems. The poems are, in Mao’s
use of them as a means of communication, meaningless on their surface. No image, however seemingly
commonplace, is ever employed for merely lyrical or aesthetic description. Every image functions as a factor
in an entirely political calculus. According to Dr. Ingalls, “When Mao mentions streams or mountains, suns
or moons, clouds or winds or icicles, horses, elephants, snakes, tigers, leopards or bears, specifies kinds of
trees or birds or fish, flies, brooms, mats or bridges, these and all his other images have, as their primary
function, neither happenstance descriptions nor whimsical metaphor. They all have politically symbolic
functions in Mao’s algebra of versified political discourse.”

Furthermore, in her analysis, Prof. Ingalls downplays the significance of Marxism-Leninism in the Thought
of Mao Zedong. She shows that throughout his career, Mao regarded Marxism-Leninism as a political
convenience, not as a doctrine permanently essential to his master-plan. Just as Mao used the Nationalists of
Chiang Kai-shek and Stalin’s Soviet Union as means to further his own political ambitions, so did he
manipulate Marxist-Leninist ideology to hoodwink and attract, at home and abroad, professional
revolutionaries to help do his bidding. Mao’s aims express, in their worldviews, an entirely Chinese tradition.
In his poems Mao’s dialectics, his materialism, and his authoritarianism all take their points of reference
from within the Chinese cultural order. Dragon in Ambush is a thoroughly unique and revolutionary
approach to understanding the Mind of Mao Zedong.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Garber:

The book Dragon in Ambush: The Art of War in the Poems of Mao Zedong can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Dragon in Ambush:
The Art of War in the Poems of Mao Zedong? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But
one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Dragon in Ambush: The Art of War in the Poems of Mao Zedong has simple shape but the truth
is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read
a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Mike Hodges:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Dragon
in Ambush: The Art of War in the Poems of Mao Zedong, you could tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Shelia Sepulveda:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read will be Dragon in Ambush: The Art of War in the Poems of Mao Zedong.

Stephen Morgan:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Dragon in Ambush: The Art of War in the Poems of Mao Zedong
was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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