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Four decades ago, the Cuban revolution captured the world’s attention and imagination. Its impact around
the world was as much cultural as geopolitical. Within Cuba, the state developed a strictly defined national
and collective memory that led directly from a colonial past to a utopian future, but this narrative came to a
halt in the early 1990s. The collapse of Cuba’s sponsor, the Soviet Union, and the end of the Cold War
preceded the so- called “Special Period in Times of Peace,” a euphemistic phrase that masked the genuine
anxiety shared by leaders and people about the nation’s future. 

In Cuban Palimpsests, José Quiroga explores the sites, both physical and imaginative, where memory bears
upon Cuba’s collective history in ways that illuminate this extended moment of uncertainty. Crossing
geographical, political, and cultural borders, Quiroga moves with ease between Cuba, Miami, and New
York. He traces generational shifts within the exile community, contrasts Havana’s cultural richness with its
economic impoverishment, follows the cloak-and-dagger narratives of revolutionary and
counterrevolutionary spy fiction and film, and documents the world’s ongoing fascination with Cuban
culture. 

From the nostalgic photographs of Walker Evans to the iconic stature of Fidel Castro, from the literary
expressions of despair to the beat of Cuban musical rhythms, from the haunting legacy of artist Ana
Mendieta to the death of Celia Cruz and the reburial of Che Guevara, Cuban Palimpsests memorializes the
ruins of Cuba’s past and offers a powerful meditation on its enigmatic place within the new world order. 

José Quiroga is professor and department chair of Spanish and Portuguese at Emory University. He is the
author of Understanding Octavio Paz and Tropics of Desire: Interventions from Queer Latino America.
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From reader reviews:

Anderson Austin:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Cuban Palimpsests
(Cultural Studies of the Americas, Vol. 19)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Tommy Heckman:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Cuban Palimpsests (Cultural Studies of the Americas, Vol. 19), you can tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Lesley Dwyer:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
learn. Cuban Palimpsests (Cultural Studies of the Americas, Vol. 19) can be your answer because it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Eugene Hughes:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book
Cuban Palimpsests (Cultural Studies of the Americas, Vol. 19) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Cuban Palimpsests
(Cultural Studies of the Americas, Vol. 19). You can more desirable than now.
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