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The rise of strong nationalist and religious movements in postcolonial and newly democratic countries
alarms many Western observers. In The Saffron Wave, Thomas Hansen turns our attention to recent events in
the world's largest democracy, India. Here he analyzes Indian receptivity to the right-wing Hindu nationalist
party and its political wing, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which claims to create a polity based on
"ancient" Hindu culture. Rather than interpreting Hindu nationalism as a mainly religious phenomenon, or a
strictly political movement, Hansen places the BJP within the context of the larger transformations of
democratic governance in India.

Hansen demonstrates that democratic transformation has enabled such developments as political
mobilization among the lower castes and civil protections for religious minorities. Against this backdrop, the
Hindu nationalist movement has successfully articulated the anxieties and desires of the large and amorphous
Indian middle class. A form of conservative populism, the movement has attracted not only privileged
groups fearing encroachment on their dominant positions but also "plebeian" and impoverished groups
seeking recognition around a majoritarian rhetoric of cultural pride, order, and national strength. Combining
political theory, ethnographic material, and sensitivity to colonial and postcolonial history, The Saffron Wave
offers fresh insights into Indian politics and, by focusing on the links between democracy and ethnic
majoritarianism, advances our understanding of democracy in the postcolonial world.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Bryan:

The book The Saffron Wave: Democracy and Hindu Nationalism in Modern India can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book The Saffron
Wave: Democracy and Hindu Nationalism in Modern India? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book The Saffron Wave: Democracy and Hindu Nationalism in Modern India has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Hill:

This The Saffron Wave: Democracy and Hindu Nationalism in Modern India is brand new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Saffron
Wave: Democracy and Hindu Nationalism in Modern India can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just
read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Michelle Favors:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book
The Saffron Wave: Democracy and Hindu Nationalism in Modern India. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Justin Mireles:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Saffron Wave: Democracy and Hindu
Nationalism in Modern India to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn
it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book The Saffron Wave: Democracy and Hindu Nationalism in
Modern India can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the



information must you're doing of these time.
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