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The Affair of the Poisons, as it became known, was an extraordinary episode that took place in France during
the reign of Louis XIV. When poisoning and black magic became widespread, arrests followed. Suspects
included those among the highest ranks of society. Many were tortured and numerous executions resulted.

The 1676 torture and execution of the Marquise de Brinvilliers marked the start of the scandal which rocked
the foundations of French society and sent shock waves through all of Europe. Convicted of conspiring with
her adulterous lover to poison her father and brothers in order to secure the family fortune, the marquise was
the first member of the noble class to fall.
In the French court of the period, where sexual affairs were numerous, ladies were not shy of seeking help
from the murkier elements of the Parisian underworld, and fortune-tellers supplemented their dubious trade
by selling poison.

It was not long before the authorities were led to believe that Louis XIV himself was at risk. With the police
chief of Paris police alerted, every hint of danger was investigated. Rumors abounded and it was not long
before the King ordered the setting up of a special commission to investigate the poisonings and bring
offenders to justice. No one, the King decreed, no matter how grand, would be spared having to account for
their conduct.

The royal court was soon thrown into disarray. The Mistress of the Robes and a distinguished general were
among the early suspects. But they paled into insignificance when the King's mistress was incriminated. If,
as was said, she had engaged in vile Satanic rituals and had sought to poison a rival for the King's affections,
what was Louis XIV to do?

Anne Somerset has gone back to original sources, letters and earlier accounts of the affair. By the end of her
account, she reaches firm conclusions on various crucial matters. The Affair of the Poisons is an enthralling
account of a sometimes bizarre period in French history.
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From reader reviews:

Carla Arbogast:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Affair of the Poisons: Murder,
Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of Louis XIV is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Carolyn Treece:

The ability that you get from The Affair of the Poisons: Murder, Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of
Louis XIV is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Affair of the Poisons:
Murder, Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of Louis XIV giving you joy feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author
of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having that The Affair of the Poisons: Murder, Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of
Louis XIV instantly.

Lindsay Washington:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of book
The Affair of the Poisons: Murder, Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of Louis XIV. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Adam Carter:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the The Affair of the Poisons: Murder, Infanticide, and Satanism at the Court of Louis XIV
when you essential it?
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