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The perfect St. Patrick's Day gift, and a book in the best tradition of popular history -- the untold story of
Ireland's role in maintaining Western culture while the Dark Ages settled on Europe.

Every year millions of Americans celebrate St. Patrick's Day, but they may not be aware of how great an
influence St. Patrick was on the subsequent history of civilization. Not only did he bring Christianity to
Ireland, he instilled a sense of literacy and learning that would create the conditions that allowed Ireland to
become "the isle of saints and scholars" -- and thus preserve Western culture while Europe was being
overrun by barbarians.

In this entertaining and compelling narrative, Thomas Cahill tells the story of how Europe evolved from the
classical age of Rome to the medieval era. Without Ireland, the transition could not have taken place. Not
only did Irish monks and scribes maintain the very record of Western civilization -- copying manuscripts of
Greek and Latin writers, both pagan and Christian, while libraries and learning on the continent were forever
lost -- they brought their uniquely Irish world-view to the task.

As Cahill delightfully illustrates, so much of the liveliness we associate with medieval culture has its roots in
Ireland. When the seeds of culture were replanted on the European continent, it was from Ireland that they
were germinated.

In the tradition of Barbara Tuchman's A Distant Mirror, How The Irish Saved Civilization reconstructs an
era that few know about but which is central to understanding our past and our cultural heritage. But it
conveys its knowledge with a winking wit that aptly captures the sensibility of the unsung Irish who
relaunched civilization.

BONUS MATERIAL: This ebook edition includes an excerpt from Thomas Cahill's Heretics and Heroes.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Coleman:

The publication with title How the Irish Saved Civilization (Hinges of History Book 1) has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book
exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Norma Eberhart:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The How the Irish Saved Civilization (Hinges of History Book 1) offer you a new experience in
reading a book.

Alice Navarro:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book How the Irish Saved Civilization (Hinges of History Book 1). You can contribute your knowledge by
it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Richard Dike:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the How the Irish Saved Civilization (Hinges of History Book 1) when you necessary it?
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