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The death of Pope John Paul II and consequent election of Pope Benedict XVI has shed light on a political
process that the world has not been privy to for almost twenty-six years. People from around the world
gathered in St. Peter's Square, wondering who the next Vatican leader would be and how the election process
really worked, while everyone from international news correspondents to local priests added their own
opinions to the debate.
In Heirs of the Fisherman, former Vatican insider John-Peter Pham presents a candid portrait of the modern
Vatican, the only account to reveal the striking changes to papal succession procedures made by John Paul II.
Blending political and ecclesiastical history, Pham goes beyond a mere description of the complex rituals to
offer rare insight into the dramatic shifts inside the College of Cardinals, whose 100 members now hail from
50 nations around the globe. He takes us into the secret conclave, where the electors were kept under lock
and key, until they had selected a new pope. He also includes a chapter devoted to the intrigues of the 20th
century where the first conclave had an emperor's veto and the last was won by the first non-Italian in four
centuries becauase the Italians were bitterly divided.
With a new Preface, Afterword, and appendices that include an English translation of the last will and
testament of Pope John Paul II, Heirs of the Fisherman is an illuminating history and must-have guide to this
vitally important world event. It will continue to be an indispensable reference to observers of future
Catholic Church politics.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Salazar:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Heirs of the Fisherman:
Behind the Scenes of Papal Death and Succession book as starter and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Helen Williams:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Heirs of the
Fisherman: Behind the Scenes of Papal Death and Succession is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Florence Williams:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Heirs of the Fisherman: Behind the
Scenes of Papal Death and Succession is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Andrea Quirk:

Beside this kind of Heirs of the Fisherman: Behind the Scenes of Papal Death and Succession in your phone,
it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Heirs of the Fisherman: Behind the Scenes of Papal Death and Succession
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book and read it from today!
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