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In Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs, Riggins R. Earl Jr. investigates how slave owners intentionally
manipulated Christianity as they passed it on to slaves and demonstrates how slaves successfully challenged
that distorted interpretation. Analyzing slaves’ response to Christianity as expressed in testimonies, songs,
stories, and sermons, Earl reveals the conversion experience as the initial step toward an autonomy that
defied white control. Contrary to what their white owners expected or desired, enslaved African Americans
found in Christianity a life-affirming identity and strong sense of community.

Slave owners believed Christianity would instill docility and obedience, but the slaves discovered in the
Bible a different message, sharing among themselves the “dark symbols and obscure signs” that escaped the
notice of their captors. Finding a sense of liberation rather than submission in their conversion experience,
slaves discovered their own self-worth and their values as children of God.

Originally published in 1993, Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs traces the legacy of slaves’ embrace of
Christianity both during and after the slavery era. In a new introduction, the author places the book within
the context of contemporary scholarship on the roots of the African American cultural experience. He argues
that any interpretation of this experience must begin with a foundational study of the theological and ethical
constructs that have shaped the way blacks understand themselves in relationship to God, their oppressors,
and each other.

The Author: Riggins R. Earl Jr. teaches at the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Trevino:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave
Mind.

Debra Durso:

This Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave Mind book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This specific Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In
The Slave Mind without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave Mind can
bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The
Slave Mind having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Justin Campbell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In
The Slave Mind why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Scott Hicks:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book you
can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot of
information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have read. In
order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The Dark Symbols,
Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave Mind will give you a new experience in reading a



book.
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