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The Library of America and editor Sarah Weinman redefine the classic era of American crime fiction
with a landmark collection of four brilliant novels by the female pioneers of the genre, the women who
paved the way for Gillian Flynn, Tana French, and Lisa Scottoline.   

Though women crime and suspense writers dominate today’s bestseller lists, the extraordinary work of the
mid-century pioneers of the genre is largely unknown. Turning in many cases from the mean streets of the
hardboiled school to explore the anxieties and terrors lurking in everyday life, these groundbreaking
novelists found the roots of fear and violence in a quiet suburban neighborhood, on a college campus, or in a
comfortable midtown hotel. Their work, influential in its day and still vibrant and extraordinarily riveting
today, is long overdue for rediscovery. This volume, the first of a two-volume collector’s set, gathers four
classic works that together reveal the vital and unacknowledged lineage to today’s leading crime writers.
From the 1940s here are Vera Caspary’s famous career girl mystery Laura, Helen Eustis’s intricate academic
thriller The Horizontal Man, Dorothy B. Hughes’s In a Lonely Place, the terrifyingly intimate portrait of a
serial killer, and Elizabeth Sanxay Holding’s The Blank Wall, in which a wife in wartime is forced to take
extreme measures when her family is threatened.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Smith:

The ability that you get from Women Crime Writers: Four Suspense Novels of the 1940s (Library of
America) could be the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Women Crime Writers: Four
Suspense Novels of the 1940s (Library of America) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read that because
the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having that Women Crime Writers: Four Suspense Novels of the 1940s
(Library of America) instantly.

Burton Zinn:

This Women Crime Writers: Four Suspense Novels of the 1940s (Library of America) are generally reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Women Crime Writers: Four
Suspense Novels of the 1940s (Library of America) can be one of many great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that probably
will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Women Crime Writers: Four
Suspense Novels of the 1940s (Library of America) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Pauline Lipman:

Often the book Women Crime Writers: Four Suspense Novels of the 1940s (Library of America) will bring
one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try
to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Women Crime Writers: Four Suspense
Novels of the 1940s (Library of America) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Richard Vaccaro:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the book. It
is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a publication. The book Women Crime Writers: Four Suspense Novels of the 1940s (Library of
America) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were



enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book provides high quality.
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