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The laws that governed the institution of slavery in early Texas were enacted over a fifty-year period in
which Texas moved through incarnations as a Spanish colony, a Mexican state, an independent republic, a
part of the United States, and a Confederate state. This unusual legal heritage sets Texas apart from the other
slave-holding states and provides a unique opportunity to examine how slave laws were enacted and upheld
as political and legal structures changed. The Laws of Slavery in Texas makes that examination possible by
combining seminal historical essays with excerpts from key legal documents from the slave period and tying
them together with interpretive commentary by the foremost scholar on the subject, Randolph B. Campbell.

Campbell's commentary focuses on an aspect of slave law that was particularly evident in the evolving legal
system of early Texas: the dilemma that arose when human beings were treated as property. As Campbell
points out, defining slaves as moveable property, or chattel, presented a serious difficulty to those who wrote
and interpreted the law because, unlike any other form of property, slaves were sentient beings. They were
held responsible for their crimes, and in numerous other ways statute and case law dealing with slavery
recognized the humanness of the enslaved. Attempts to protect the property rights of slave owners led to
increasingly restrictive laws—including laws concerning free blacks—that were difficult to uphold. The
documents in this collection reveal both the roots of the dilemma and its inevitable outcome.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Soliz:

The ability that you get from The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and Essays (Texas Legal
Studies) is a more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Laws of Slavery in Texas:
Historical Documents and Essays (Texas Legal Studies) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author
of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this specific The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and Essays
(Texas Legal Studies) instantly.

Gilbert Westmoreland:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Laws of
Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and Essays (Texas Legal Studies) suitable to you? The particular
book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Laws of Slavery in Texas:
Historical Documents and Essays (Texas Legal Studies)is the one of several books in which everyone read
now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Gerald McMullen:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and
Essays (Texas Legal Studies) can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to
have The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and Essays (Texas Legal Studies).

Josie Garcia:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on



this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Laws of Slavery in Texas: Historical Documents and Essays (Texas Legal Studies) can
make you sense more interested to read.
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