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The Amazing True Story of the Election That Saved the Constitution

In 1789, James Madison and James Monroe ran against each other for Congress—the only time that two
future presidents have contested a congressional seat.

But what was at stake, as author Chris DeRose reveals in Founding Rivals: Madison vs. Monroe, the Bill of
Rights, and the Election That Saved a Nation, was more than personal ambition. This was a race that
determined the future of the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, the very definition of the United States of
America.

Friends and political allies for most of their lives, Madison was the Constitution’s principal author, Monroe
one of its leading opponents. Monroe thought the Constitution gave the federal government too much power
and failed to guarantee fundamental rights. Madison believed that without the Constitution, the United States
would not survive.

It was the most important congressional race in American history, more important than all but a few
presidential elections, and yet it is one that historians have virtually ignored. In Founding Rivals, DeRose,
himself a political strategist who has fought campaigns in Madison and Monroe’s district, relives the
campaign, retraces the candidates’ footsteps, and offers the first insightful, comprehensive history of this
high-stakes political battle.

DeRose reveals:

How Madison’s election ensured the passage of a Bill of Rights—and how●

Monroe’s election would have ensured its failure
How Madison came from behind to win a narrow victory (by a margin of only 336 votes) in a district●

gerrymandered against him
How the Bill of Rights emerged as a campaign promise to Virginia’s evangelical Christians●

Why Madison’s defeat might have led to a new Constitutional Convention—and the breakup of the United●

States

Founding Rivals tells the extraordinary, neglected story of two of America’s most important Founding
Fathers. Brought to life by unparalleled research, it is one of the most provocative books of American
political history you will read this year.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Yung:

This Founding Rivals: Madison vs. Monroe, The Bill of Rights, and The Election that Saved a Nation (Early
America) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Founding Rivals: Madison vs.
Monroe, The Bill of Rights, and The Election that Saved a Nation (Early America) without we know teach
the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry
Founding Rivals: Madison vs. Monroe, The Bill of Rights, and The Election that Saved a Nation (Early
America) can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Founding Rivals: Madison vs. Monroe, The Bill of Rights,
and The Election that Saved a Nation (Early America) having good arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Linda Thomas:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is actually
Founding Rivals: Madison vs. Monroe, The Bill of Rights, and The Election that Saved a Nation (Early
America).

Alice Prahl:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Founding Rivals: Madison vs.
Monroe, The Bill of Rights, and The Election that Saved a Nation (Early America) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Founding
Rivals: Madison vs. Monroe, The Bill of Rights, and The Election that Saved a Nation (Early America)
become your current starter.

Jeff Keenan:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Founding Rivals: Madison vs. Monroe, The Bill of



Rights, and The Election that Saved a Nation (Early America) to make your own reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy
book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be
very first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Founding Rivals:
Madison vs. Monroe, The Bill of Rights, and The Election that Saved a Nation (Early America) can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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