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This is a rarely detailed “you are there” account of World War II combat, describing a brief but bloody
tank/infantry action in August 1944. Based on six years of research—drawing from interviews, primary
documents, and visits to the battlefield—”The Day of the Panzer” transports the reader into the ranks of L
Company, 15th Regiment, Third Infantry Division, and its supporting M4s of the 756th Tank Battalion as
they grapple head-on with the Wehrmacht.

L Company was nearly wiped out during the bloody Anzio breakout of May 1944. Under the fiery leadership
of Captain James “Red” Coles, the unit was rebuilt and molded into a tough, colorful bunch in preparation
for “Operation Dragoon.” On August 15, 1944, they hit the beaches in southern France, joined by the tank
crews of 2nd Lt. Andrew Orient’s 3rd Platoon, all veterans of Cassino.

After overcoming pockets of resistance along the coast, the tanks and infantry swept inland, nipping at the
heels of the retreating German Nineteenth Army. A sudden German artillery salvo dispatched six L
Company men and left Lt. Orient dead. 1st Lt. Edgar Danby, an armor instructor (the author’s grandfather),
was flown in from Italy to replace him.

Despite logistics problems, the Third Division forged north through the Rhône River valley until they found
the Germans holding fast, L Company and its supporting tanks leading the regimental charge. In the haste
and chaos of the day, they managed to slip the German rearguard and unwittingly attacked the German
LXXXV Armeekorps headquarters in the small town of Allan. Both sides were shocked by the ferocity of
the battle.

Led by a rampaging Panther tank, the Germans counterattacked, knocking out the Sherman of Lt. Danby
while threatening to cut L Company’s positions in half. Surrounded and facing annihilation—but steeled by
the courageous leadership of Captain Coles and others—L Company held fast despite dead and wounded on
all sides and 13 men captured. The seemingly unstoppable Panther, stalking the battlefield like some black
knight from a Teutonic fantasy, continued to hold off American reinforcements in the morning, until the
Armeekorps headquarters executed a withdrawal.

In this book, the minute-by-minute confusion, thrill and desperation of WWII combat is placed under a
microscope, as if the reader himself were a participant. In this small but singular battle, the courage of US
troops in their liberation of France is given full due.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Roemer:

The book Day of the Panzer: A Story of American Heroism and Sacrifice in Southern France make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make examining a book Day of the Panzer: A Story of American Heroism and Sacrifice in Southern
France being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a book Day of the
Panzer: A Story of American Heroism and Sacrifice in Southern France. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Christina Lazarus:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Day of the Panzer: A
Story of American Heroism and Sacrifice in Southern France book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Joni Harris:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Day of the Panzer: A Story of American
Heroism and Sacrifice in Southern France is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Clarence Danner:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Day of the
Panzer: A Story of American Heroism and Sacrifice in Southern France suitable to you? The book was
written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled Day of the Panzer: A Story of American Heroism
and Sacrifice in Southern Franceis the one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever
know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order
to see the represented of the world in this particular book.
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