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"Reizenstein's peculiar vision of New Orleans is worth resurrecting precisely because it crossed the
boundaries of acceptable taste in nineteenth-century German America and squatted firmly on the other side...
This work makes us realize how limited our notions were of what could be conceived by a fertile American
imagination in the middle of the nineteenth century." -- from the Introduction by Steven Rowan

A lost classic of America's neglected German-language literary tradition, The Mysteries of New Orleans by
Baron Ludwig von Reizenstein first appeared as a serial in the Louisiana Staats-Zeitung, a New Orleans
German-language newspaper, between 1854 and 1855. Inspired by the gothic "urban mysteries" serialized in
France and Germany during this period, Reizenstein crafted a daring occult novel that stages a frontal assault
on the ethos of the antebellum South. His plot imagines the coming of a bloody, retributive justice at the
hands of Hiram the Freemason -- a nightmarish, 200-year-old, proto-Nietzschean superman -- for the sin of
slavery. Heralded by the birth of a black messiah, the son of a mulatto prostitute and a decadent German
aristocrat, this coming revolution is depicted in frankly apocalyptic terms.

Yet, Reizenstein was equally concerned with setting and characters, from the mundane to the fantastic. The
book is saturated with the atmosphere of nineteenth-century New Orleans, the amorous exploits of its main
characters uncannily resembling those of New Orleans' leading citizens. Also of note is the author's
progressively matter-of-fact portrait of the lesbian romance between his novel's only sympathetic characters,
Claudine and Orleana. This edition marks the first time that The Mysteries of New Orleans has been
translated into English and proves that 150 years later, this vast, strange, and important novel remains as
compelling as ever.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important usually. The book The Mysteries of New Orleans (The
Longfellow Series of American Languages and Literatures) ended up being making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide The
Mysteries of New Orleans (The Longfellow Series of American Languages and Literatures) is not only
giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book The Mysteries of New
Orleans (The Longfellow Series of American Languages and Literatures). You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Katherine Adkins:

The reserve with title The Mysteries of New Orleans (The Longfellow Series of American Languages and
Literatures) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Debra Shortt:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Mysteries of New Orleans (The
Longfellow Series of American Languages and Literatures) is simple to bring you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Marian Knight:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Mysteries of New
Orleans (The Longfellow Series of American Languages and Literatures).
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