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American society has become increasingly polarized by single- and special-interest groups: the Greens, who
demand environmental purity; admirers of Japan who want a national industrial policy; supply-side
economists who want government to all but disappear. This collision of values has turned America into a
battleground of either/or tradeoffs: the community vs. the individual, the environment vs. jobs, the rights of
each ethnic group vs. the needs of the nation for unity. Whose values should prevail? Those of Libertarians?
Communitarians? Egalitarians? Corporatists? The nation's leadership role in the post-communist world will
be largely determined by how such conflicts in the political economy are resolved.

Increasingly, business executives find themselves drawn into these values wars, forced to make decisions in
a hothouse climate in which there are countless and conflicting opinions about what is right and wrong.
Business leaders find themselves caught in the values thicket when they attempt to formulate corporate
policy on such issues as plant closings, executive compensation, corporate governance, and affirmative
action. In The Executive's Compass, James O'Toole guides business leaders through this minefield of modern
dilemmas. In the words of ARCO's CEO, Lod Cook, "O'Toole provides business leaders with a practical
compass to help them navigate the turbulent waters of social change and political conflict."

O'Toole explores the philosophical and historical underpinnings of contemporary business problems, tracing
their origins to the ideas of such great thinkers as Aristotle, Adam Smith, J.S. Mill, and Jefferson. By going
to the roots of modern issues, he is able to clarify the sources of political disagreement, and to suggest a
practical course of action for corporate leaders who find themselves caught in the gridlock of democracy. He
provides an innovative values compass--a tool he has honed for over forty years as a moderator of the Aspen
Institute Executive Seminar--which has been successfully applied at FORTUNE 500 firms as an introduction
to the values-based management for which the Aspen Institute is renowned. The compass helps executives to
understand what is wrong (and right) with our democratic system, and what the role of business is in creating
The Good Society.

For top executives, general managers, or anyone trying to make sense out of our rapidly changing world, The
Executive's Compass helps managers deal more effectively with today's thorny issues.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

The book The Executive's Compass: Business and the Good Society can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like
a book The Executive's Compass: Business and the Good Society? Wide variety you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Executive's Compass: Business and the Good Society has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Della Richardson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Executive's Compass:
Business and the Good Society is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Pablo Torrey:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred
to as of book The Executive's Compass: Business and the Good Society. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read.
It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Terry Tatum:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Executive's Compass: Business and
the Good Society to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression
about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it.
Beside that the guide The Executive's Compass: Business and the Good Society can to be your brand-new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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