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An enormously entertaining account of the gifted and eccentric director s who gave us the golden age
of modern horror in the 1970s, bringing a new brand of politicsand gritty realism to the genre.

Much has been written about the storied New Hollywood of the 1970s, but at the same time as Martin
Scorsese, Steven Spielberg, and Francis Ford Coppolawere making their first classic movies, a parallel
universe of directors gave birth to the modern horror film-aggressive, raw, and utterly original. Based on
unprecedented access to the genre's major players, The New York Times's critic Jason Zinoman's Shock Value
deliversthe first definitive account of horror's golden age.

By the late 1960s, horror was stuck in the past, confined mostly to drive-in theaters and exploitation houses,
and shunned by critics. Shock Value tells the unlikely story of how the much-disparaged horror film became
an ambitious art form while aso conquering the multiplex. Directors such as Wes Craven, Roman Polanski,
John Carpenter, and Brian De Palma- counterculture types operating largely outside the confines of
Hollywood-revolutionized the genre, exploding taboos and bringing a gritty aesthetic, confrontational style,
and political edge to horror. Zinoman recounts how these directors produced such classics as Rosemary's
Baby, Carrie, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, and Halloween, creating atemplate for horror that has been
imitated relentlessly but whose originality has rarely been matched.

This new kind of film dispensed with the old vampires and werewolves and instead assaulted audiences with
portraits of serial killers, the dark side of suburbia, and a brand of nihilistic violence that had never been seen
before. Shock Value tells the improbabl e stories behind the making of these movies, which were often
directed by obsessive and insecure young men working on shoestring budgets, were funded by sketchy
investors, and starred porn stars. But once The Exorcist became the highest grossing film in America,
Hollywood took notice.

The classic horror films of the 1970s have now spawned a billion-dollar industry, but they have also
penetrated deep into the American consciousness. Quite literally, Zinoman reveals, these movies have taught
us what to be afraid of. Drawing on interviews with hundreds of the most important artists in horror, Shock
Valueis an enthralling and personality-driven account of an overlooked but hugely influential golden agein
American film.
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From reader reviews:
Robin Millard:

The book Shock Value: How a Few Eccentric Outsiders Gave Us Nightmares, Conquered Hollywood, and
Invented Modern Horror can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must
we |eave the best thing like abook Shock Value: How a Few Eccentric Outsiders Gave Us Nightmares,
Conquered Hollywood, and Invented Modern Horror? A few of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try
to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
can share al of these. Book Shock Value: How a Few Eccentric Outsiders Gave Us Nightmares, Conquered
Hollywood, and Invented Modern Horror has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function
for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open up and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

John Harris:;

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Shock
Value: How aFew Eccentric Outsiders Gave Us Nightmares, Conquered Hollywood, and Invented Modern
Horror suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Shock Value: How a Few Eccentric Outsiders Gave Us Nightmares, Conquered Hollywood, and Invented
Modern Horroris the main of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their idea in the smple way, thus al of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this guide. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

VirginiaLaird:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Shock Vaue: How a Few
Eccentric Outsiders Gave Us Nightmares, Conquered Hollywood, and Invented Modern Horror which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Thomas Rice:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It isreferred to as
of book Shock Value: How a Few Eccentric Outsiders Gave Us Nightmares, Conquered Hollywood, and
Invented Modern Horror. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about



guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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