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The demented Army Air Force of Catch-22, the lethal business world of Something Happened, the
dysfunctional family of Good as Gold-all these, we have assumed, had their roots in Joseph Heller's own
past. Now, more than thirty-five years after the explosion of Catch-22 into the world's consciousness, Heller
gives us his life.

Here is his Coney Island childhood, down the block from the world's most famous amusement park. It was
the height of the Depression, it was a fatherless family, yet little Joey Heller had a terrific time--on the
boardwalk, in the ocean (dangerously out of his depth), playing follow-the-leader in and out of local bars,
even in school. Then a series of jobs, from delivering telegrams (on his first bike) to working in a navy yard-
until Pearl Harbor, the air force, Italy. And after the war, college (undreamed-of before the G.I. Bill),
teaching, Madison Avenue, marriage, and-always-writing. And finally the spectacular success of Catch-22,
launching one of the great literary careers.

The strengths of Now and Then lie in the energy, humor, and mischief that have characterized all of Heller's
work, along with the dark undertones that lie beneath them. He brings back a Coney Island that is not only a
symbol of fun and fantasy around the world but a vision of what seems today to have been a golden age of
carefree innocence. For the first time, he writes about the people and the events, both tragic and hilarious, he
was eventually to translate, in Catch-22, into such memorable characters as Hungry Joe, Orr, Major--de
Coverley, Natel's whore, and (of course) Yossarian, and such moving and frightening scenes as the death of
Snowden. Now and Then is both an account of a remarkable life and a glimpse into the creative process of a
major American writer.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Melody Grissom:

This Now and Then: From Coney Island to Here book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That
Now and Then: From Coney Island to Here without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Now and Then: From Coney Island to Here can bring
if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Now and Then: From Coney Island to Here having fine arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

James Brown:

This Now and Then: From Coney Island to Here are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Now and Then: From Coney Island to Here can be one of
several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual
with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Now
and Then: From Coney Island to Here giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Louis Hudson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of
us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Now and Then: From Coney Island to Here will give you new
experience in examining a book.

Bernie Watts:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Now and Then: From Coney Island to Here was filled in relation to
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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