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Complexity as a paradigm has been underutilized by social work, but this cutting-edge pocket guide makes a
convincing argument for its use. Every agency worker has been faced with a deluge of records, making it
difficult to grasp onto structures and trends undergirding behavior. Complexity theory studies the
interactions of competitive and cooperative tendencies of agents such as individuals, families, groups, or
communities, making the case that there is a hidden order in things that are seemingly chaotic. Exploring
their interactions involves identifying a set of simple rules that the agents follow, revealing patterns that
emerge without a predetermined template.

Readers will learn how to frame their research using the components found in complex systems by using
their existing knowledge of research methods and applying basic mathematical concepts. Concepts such as
bordering between chaos and equilibrium, diverse perspectives, diverse heuristics, robustness, and wisdom
of crowds are considered and applied to social work research studies. Basic introductions on game theory,
graph theory, Boolean logic, decision theory, and network science provide the necessary mathematical
background for understanding interconnectedness and networking.

The next part of the book is a hands-on guide to the agent-based modeling software NetLogo. By inputting
initial parameters and rules, the outputted models provide valuable information for visualizing unintended
consequences, including how conflict can foster cooperation and how threats to a social network can
improve the network's robustness and resiliency. The result is both a user-friendly introduction to using
complexity theory in a socio-environmental context and a framework that provides an overarching structure
for investigating process, outcomes, and the collective behavior of groups.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Barba:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Using Complexity Theory for Research and Program Evaluation (Pocket Guide
to Social Work Research Methods).

Tony Paulson:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Using Complexity Theory for Research and Program
Evaluation (Pocket Guide to Social Work Research Methods). You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book Using Complexity Theory for
Research and Program Evaluation (Pocket Guide to Social Work Research Methods). You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or even
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's read.

Craig Harrison:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Using Complexity Theory for Research and Program Evaluation (Pocket Guide to Social Work Research
Methods) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Using
Complexity Theory for Research and Program Evaluation (Pocket Guide to Social Work Research Methods)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Harold Felix:

This Using Complexity Theory for Research and Program Evaluation (Pocket Guide to Social Work
Research Methods) is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately



using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Using Complexity Theory for
Research and Program Evaluation (Pocket Guide to Social Work Research Methods) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you
world with ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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