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Words for Lori Laitman’s opera, The Scarlet Letter
Based on the story by Nathaniel Hawthorne
 
Award-winning poet and librettist David Mason, author of Ludlow and other books, has given new life in
verse to Hawthorne’s classic novel. By distilling the book’s narrative line and adding a charged lyricism of
his own, Mason has created another magnificent work in his ongoing poetic portrait of America.
 
In old Boston, a young woman, Hester Prynne, has been charged with adultery and forced to wear the scarlet
letter “A” embroidered on her breast. Just as she mounts the scaffold to receive her sentence, her husband,
long presumed dead and newly escaped from captivity among the Indians, arrives and recognizes her. This
man, renamed Roger Chillingworth, begins a quest to discover the father of Hester’s child. As the
community wrestles with whether or not to allow Hester to continue raising her daughter, Chillingworth
moves in with the pale young minister, Arthur Dimmesdale, who hides the fact that he is the sought-after
father. In a dark night of the soul, Arthur is taunted by a local witch, and it becomes clear that he is overcome
with guilt and inner conflict about his past with Hester. The two lovers meet in the forest, plotting their
escape, sure they can flee the laws and mores of men in this new world. But Dimmesdale cannot forget his
guilt, and during an election day ceremony he confesses his sin to the crowd, exposing a branded letter “A”
over his own heart.
 
A tale of conflict between an astonishing woman and her thwarted and thwarting community, of a minister’s
guilt and a husband’s vengeance, Mason’s Scarlet Libretto casts new light on Hawthorne’s classic, on the
tension between freedom and responsibility, and on the secrets in the human soul.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Thies:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book The Scarlet Libretto. All type of
book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Austin Barnes:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what one you should start with. This The Scarlet Libretto is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Effie Peoples:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Scarlet Libretto can be the answer, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Joseph Franson:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. Through the book The Scarlet Libretto we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The Scarlet Libretto. You can more desirable than
now.
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