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In 1270 a scholarly Jewish merchant called Jacob d’Ancona set out on avoyage from Italy. A year later, he
arrived in China at the coastal metropolis of Zaitun, the "City of Light" (now known as Quanzhou), four
years before Marco Polo arrived at Xanadu in 1275. Nothing was known of this epochal journey until 1990,
when David Selbourne was shown d'’Ancona’s account of histravels, a remarkable manuscript that had been
hidden from public view for more than seven centuries. Eventually trandated and edited by Selbourne and
published in Great Britain in October 1997 as The City of Light, the account was praised as providing an
unparalleled insight into life in the medieval world.

Controversy followed. Selbourne had pledged to the manuscript's owner that he would not reveal its
whereabouts, and that raised doubts about its authenticity. Asaresult of U.S. sinologists' criticism of plans
for American publication, the first edition was canceled.

Now, ayear later, Birch Lane Press happily publishes the controversial work. Criticisms of the textual
evidence of d'’Ancona's account have been answered by Selbourne. Most notably, other academics--
particularly and significantly, in China--have come to the support of d'’Ancona's account. The work isto be
published in a Chinese trandlation.

Vivid and insightful, this account has great historical significance. It not only describes the adventures of a
medieval trader, but also comments on Chinese society and manners through the eyes of a European man of
learning. The City of Light brings spectacularly to life d’Ancona’s encounter with one of the world's great
civilizations.
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From reader reviews:
LuisVargas:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. Peopleis human not arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is definitely The City Of Light: The Hidden Journal of the Man Who Entered China Four Y ears
Before Marco Polo.

Carol Witt:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this calendar year; every people lovesto learn a book. When you read
abook you can get alots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel, comics, along
with soon. The The City Of Light: The Hidden Journal of the Man Who Entered China Four Y ears Before
Marco Polo will give you anew experience in looking at a book.

Gladys Jackson:

Beside this particular The City Of Light: The Hidden Journal of the Man Who Entered China Four Y ears
Before Marco Polo in your phone, it can give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or details.
The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if
you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The City Of Light: The
Hidden Journal of the Man Who Entered China Four Y ears Before Marco Polo because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book in addition to read it from right now!

Marivel Tye:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching
fromit. Itisidentified as of book The City Of Light: The Hidden Journal of the Man Who Entered China
Four Y ears Before Marco Polo. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book,
it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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