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One of the central touchstones of Second Temple Judaism is election. The Jews considered themselves a
people set apart for God’s special purpose. So it is not surprising that this concept plays such an important
role in Pauline theology. In this careful and provocative study, Chad Thornhill considers how Second
Temple understandings of election influenced key Pauline texts.

Thornhill seeks to establish the thought patterns of the ancient texts regarding election, with sensitivity to
social, historical and literary factors. He carefully considers questions of "extent" (ethnic/national or
remnant), the relationship to the individual (corporate or individual in focus), and the relationship to
salvation (divine/human agency and the presence of "conditions"). Thornhill looks at the markers or
conditions that defined various groups, and considers whether election was viewed by ancient authors as
merited, given graciously or both.

Thorough and measured, the author contends that individual election is not usually associated with a
"soteriological" status but rather with the quality of the individual (or sometimes group) in view—the
collective entity is in view in the Jewish notion of election. While Paul is certainly able to move beyond
these categories, Thornhill shows how he too follows these patterns.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Tiernan:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Chosen
People: Election, Paul and Second Temple Judaism book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Margaret Velasquez:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Chosen People: Election,
Paul and Second Temple Judaism can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Betty Johnston:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and The Chosen People: Election, Paul and Second Temple
Judaism or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other
book likes The Chosen People: Election, Paul and Second Temple Judaism to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Harold Dalton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you also know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra
The Chosen People: Election, Paul and Second Temple Judaism.
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