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During World War II, the Allied military forces faced severe problems integrating equipment, tactics, and
logistics into successful combat operations. To help confront these problems, scientists and engineers
developed new means of studying which equipment designs would best meet the military's requirements and
how the military could best use the equipment it had on hand. By 1941 they had also begun to gather and
analyze data from combat operations to improve military leaders' ordinary planning activities. In Rational
Action, William Thomas details these developments, and how they gave rise during the 1950s to a
constellation of influential new fields -- which he terms the "sciences of policy" -- that included operations
research, management science, systems analysis, and decision theory. Proponents of these new sciences
embraced a variety of agendas. Some aimed to improve policymaking directly, while others theorized about
how one decision could be considered more rational than another. Their work spanned systems engineering,
applied mathematics, nuclear strategy, and the philosophy of science, and it found new niches in universities,
in businesses, and at think tanks such as the RAND Corporation. The sciences of policy also took a
prominent place in epic narratives told about the relationships among science, state, and society in an
intellectual culture preoccupied with how technology and reason would shape the future. Thomas follows all
these threads to illuminate and make new sense of the intricate relationships among scientific analysis,
policymaking procedure, and institutional legitimacy at a crucial moment in British and American history.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Morgan:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and America,
1940-1960 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) book is readable by means
of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and America, 1940-1960 (Transformations:
Studies in the History of Science and Technology) content conveys objective easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So ,
do you continue to thinking Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and America, 1940-1960
(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Mildred Miller:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy in Britain and America, 1940-1960
(Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.

Lillie Corley:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy in
Britain and America, 1940-1960 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) which
is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Billy Doyle:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not



important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Rational Action: The Sciences of Policy
in Britain and America, 1940-1960 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) can
make you experience more interested to read.
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