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In Organisms and Artifacts, Tim Lewens investigates the analogical use of the
language of design in evolutionary biology. Uniquely among the natural sciences, biology uses
descriptive and explanatory terms more suited to artifacts than organisms. When biologists discuss,
for example, the purpose of the panda's thumb and look for functional explanations for organic
traits, they borrow from a vocabulary of intelligent design that Darwin's findings could have made
irrelevant over a hundred years ago. Lewens argues that examining the analogy between the processes
of evolution and the processes by which artifacts are created -- looking at organisms as analogical
artifacts -- sheds light on explanations of the form of both organic and inorganic objects. He
argues further that understanding the analogy is important for what it can tell us not only about
biology but about technology and philosophy.In the course of his argument, Lewens discusses issues
of interest to philosophers of biology, biologists, philosophers of mind, and students of
technology. These issues include the pitfalls of the design-based thinking of adaptationism, the
possible conflict between selection explanations and developmental explanations, a proposed
explanation of biological function, and prospects for an informative evolutionary model of
technological change. Emerging from these discussions is an explanation of the use of the vocabulary
of intelligence and intention in biology that does not itself draw on the ideas of intelligent
design, which will be of interest in the ongoing debate over intelligent design
creationism.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Marcil:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important for people. The book Organisms and Artifacts: Design in Nature and Elsewhere (Life
and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) seemed to be making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve
Organisms and Artifacts: Design in Nature and Elsewhere (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology
and Psychology) is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book
Organisms and Artifacts: Design in Nature and Elsewhere (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology
and Psychology). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Inocencia Hensley:

This Organisms and Artifacts: Design in Nature and Elsewhere (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in
Biology and Psychology) are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason of this Organisms and Artifacts: Design in Nature and Elsewhere (Life and Mind: Philosophical
Issues in Biology and Psychology) can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Organisms and Artifacts: Design in Nature and Elsewhere (Life
and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Bruce Jackson:

The reason why? Because this Organisms and Artifacts: Design in Nature and Elsewhere (Life and Mind:
Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier
to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Gary Muldowney:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when



compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be learn. Organisms and Artifacts: Design in Nature and Elsewhere (Life and Mind:
Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you
who have those short extra time problems.
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