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In central Brussels stands a statue of a young woman. Built in 1923, it is the first monument to a working-
class woman in European history. Her name was Gabrielle Petit. History has forgotten Petit, an ambitious
and patriotic Belgian, executed by firing squad in 1916 for her role as an intelligence agent for the British
Army. After the First World War she was celebrated as an example of stern endeavour, but a hundred years
later her memory has faded.

In the first part of this historical biography Sophie De Schaepdrijver uses Petit's life to explore gender, class
and heroism in the context of occupied Europe. Petit's experiences reveal the reality of civilian engagement
under military occupation and the emergence of modern espionage. The second part of the book focuses on
the legacy and cultural memory of Petit and the First World War. By analysing Petit's representation in
ceremony, discourse and popular culture De Schaepdrijver expands our understanding of remembrance
across the 20th century.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Hall:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which you should start with. This Gabrielle Petit: The Death and Life of a Female
Spy in the First World War is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Diane Smith:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Gabrielle Petit: The Death and Life of a
Female Spy in the First World War is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Katherine Contreras:

This book untitled Gabrielle Petit: The Death and Life of a Female Spy in the First World War to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Shawn Stoltzfus:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Gabrielle Petit: The Death and Life of a Female Spy in the First
World War can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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