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On January 1, 1937, Manuel B. Bravo was sworn in as county judge of Zapata County, a post he would hold
for twenty years. In Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and Zapata County, J. Gilberto Quezada delineates
Bravo’s political career in the Democratic Party and examines his role in some of the important issues of his
day, especially Falcon Dam.

During Bravo’s years in office, he worked and corresponded with many Texas and national politicians,
including James Allred, Lloyd Bentsen, Kika de la Garza, Ralph Yarborough, and, most prominently,
Lyndon Johnson. The association between Bravo and Johnson began with the special Senate election of 1941
and is reflected in the more than fifty letters between the two in Bravo's personal papers. In Johnson's 1948
Senate runoff against Coke Stevenson, voting irregularities were alleged in Zapata County when the election
returns from Precinct No. 3 were reported missing. Quezada analyzes the Bravo papers for any evidence that
Bravo and Johnson had arranged the disappearance and offers possible alternative explanations.

From the 1930s to the 1950s Zapata County was one of six South Texas counties where the Tejano majority
dominated local politics and held most public offices. Bravo became known as one of the "Mexican bosses"
of South Texas, but Quezada draws a more nuanced picture of bossism than has been presented previously,
analyzing the role of influential leading families but looking as well at the degree of economic integration
into the state and nation as factors in how bossism developed.

Those interested in Mexican-American studies and politics and bossism in South Texas will appreciate the
window onto South Texas politics and Tejano culture this biography gives.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Cooper:

The book Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and Zapata County (Canseco-Keck History Series) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and Zapata County (Canseco-Keck History Series)? Some of you have
a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and Zapata County
(Canseco-Keck History Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Hawkins:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and
Zapata County (Canseco-Keck History Series) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Carlos Thornton:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and Zapata County (Canseco-Keck
History Series) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.

Louella Rape:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally.



As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and Zapata County (Canseco-Keck History
Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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