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Speech act theory has taught us "how to do things with words." Arresting Language turns its attention in the
opposite direction—toward the surprising things that language can undo and leave undone. In the eight
essays of this volume, arresting language is seen as language at rest, words no longer in service to the project
of establishing conventions or instituting legal regimes. Concentrating on both widely known and seldom-
read texts from a variety of philosophers, writers, and critics—from Leibniz and Mendelssohn, through
Kleist and Hebel, to Benjamin and Irigaray—the book analyzes the genesis and structure of interruption, a
topic of growing interest to contemporary literary studies, continental philosophy, legal studies, and
theological reflection.

Beginning with an exposition of Hölderlin's rigorous account of interruption in terms of the "pure word," in
which the event of representation alone appears, Arresting Language identifies critical moments in
philosophical and literary texts during which language itself—without any identifiable speaker—arrests
otherwise continuous processes and procedures, including the process of representation and the procedures
for its legitimization. The book then investigates a series of pure words: the fatal verdict (arrêt) of divine
wisdom in Leibniz, the performance of Jewish ceremonial practices in Mendelssohn, the issuing of
unauthorized arrest warrants in Kleist, fraudulent acts of storytelling in Hebel, the eruption of tragic silence
and the "mass strike" in Benjamin, and the recurrence of angelic intervention in Irigaray.

At the center of this volume is a detailed explication of Benjamin's effort to transform Husserl's program for
a phenomenological epoche into a paradoxically nonprogrammatic, paradisal epoche, by means of which the
structure of paradise can be exactly outlined and the Messianic moment—as the ultimate event of arresting
language—can at last appear to enter into its own.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bohannon:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin.

Paul England:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any
book Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin. You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Kenneth Armstrong:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Arresting
Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

David Thompson:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Arresting Language: From Leibniz to
Benjamin to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling
about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and
read it. Beside that the e-book Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin can to be your brand-new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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