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The Criminals of Lima and Their Worlds is the first major historical study of the creation and development
of the prison system in Peru. Carlos Aguirre examines the evolution of prisons for male criminals in Lima
from the conception—in the early 1850s—of the initial plans to build penitentiaries through the early-
twentieth-century prison reforms undertaken as part of President Augusto Leguia’s attempts to modernize
and expand the Peruvian state. Aguirre reconstructs the social, cultural, and doctrinal influences that
determined how lawbreakers were treated, how programs of prison reform fared, and how inmates
experienced incarceration. He argues that the Peruvian prisons were primarily used not to combat crime or to
rehabilitate allegedly deviant individuals, but rather to help reproduce and maintain an essentially unjust
social order. In this sense, he finds that the prison system embodied the contradictory and exclusionary
nature of modernization in Peru.

Drawing on a large collection of prison and administrative records archived at Peru’s Ministry of Justice,
Aguirre offers a detailed account of the daily lives of men incarcerated in Lima’s jails. In showing the extent
to which the prisoners actively sought to influence prison life, he reveals the dynamic between prisoners and
guards as a process of negotiation, accommodation, and resistance. He describes how police and the
Peruvian state defined criminality and how their efforts to base a prison system on the latest scientific
theories—imported from Europe and the United States—foundered on the shoals of financial constraints,
administrative incompetence, corruption, and widespread public indifference. Locating his findings within
the political and social mores of Lima society, Aguirre reflects on the connections between punishment,
modernization, and authoritarian traditions in Peru.
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From reader reviews:

David Butler:

Typically the book The Criminals of Lima and Their Worlds: The Prison Experience, 1850-1935 has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Cassandra Martin:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Criminals of Lima and Their
Worlds: The Prison Experience, 1850-1935 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Criminals of Lima and Their
Worlds: The Prison Experience, 1850-1935 become your own starter.

Dale Perez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Criminals of Lima and Their Worlds:
The Prison Experience, 1850-1935 e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Criminals of Lima and
Their Worlds: The Prison Experience, 1850-1935 as good book not simply by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Chris Walker:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Criminals of Lima and Their Worlds: The Prison
Experience, 1850-1935 or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science
book, any other book likes The Criminals of Lima and Their Worlds: The Prison Experience, 1850-1935 to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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