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Builders of a New South describes how, between 1865 and 1914, ten Natchez mercantile families emerged as
leading purveyors in the wholesale plantation supply and cotton handling business, and soon became a
dominant force in the social and economic Reconstruction of the Natchez District. They were able to take
advantage of postwar conditions in Natchez to gain mercantile prominence by supplying planters and black
sharecroppers in the plantation supply and cotton buying business. They parlayed this initial success into
cotton plantation ownership and became important local businessmen in Natchez, participating in many civic
improvements and politics that shaped the district into the twentieth century.

This book digs deep in countless records (including census, tax, property, and probate, as well as thousands
of chattel mortgage contracts) to explore how these traders functioned as entrepreneurs in the aftermath of
the Civil War, examining closely their role as furnishing merchants and land speculators, as well as their
relations with the area's planters and freed black population. Their use of favorable laws protecting them as
creditors, along with a solid community base that was civic-minded and culturally intact, greatly assisted
them in their success. These families prospered partly because of their good business practices, and partly
because local whites and blacks embraced them as useful agents in the emerging new marketplace. The
situation created by the aftermath of the war and emancipation provided an ideal circumstance for the
merchant families, and in the end, they played a key role in the district's economic survival and were the
prime modernizers of Natchez.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Brock:

This Builders of a New South: Merchants, Capital, and the Remaking of Natchez, 1865-1914 usually are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Builders of a New South:
Merchants, Capital, and the Remaking of Natchez, 1865-1914 can be on the list of great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that
might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Builders of a New South:
Merchants, Capital, and the Remaking of Natchez, 1865-1914 forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Lori Gravitt:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Builders of a New South: Merchants, Capital, and the
Remaking of Natchez, 1865-1914 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Bryan Lopez:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Builders of a New South: Merchants, Capital, and the Remaking of
Natchez, 1865-1914 this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's
why this book suitable all of you.

Deborah Lacey:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Builders of a New South: Merchants,
Capital, and the Remaking of Natchez, 1865-1914 or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you.



After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In different
case, beside science book, any other book likes Builders of a New South: Merchants, Capital, and the
Remaking of Natchez, 1865-1914 to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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